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MS Australia funds innovative research projects  

addressing critical unanswered questions in MS 

 

31 JULY 2024: New MS Australia research funding announced today aims to unlock new insights 

into disease progression, address social needs for better MS care, and identify biological signs of 

MS. 

Together, the three incubator grants will test new concepts in MS research and gather early data 

in pursuit of better diagnosis and treatment for people living with the disease. 

The recipients of MS Australia's latest one-year grants, Dr Xin Lin (University of Tasmania), Ms 

Isabelle Weld-Blundell (The University of Melbourne) and Dr Dongang Wang (The University of 

Sydney), will undertake pioneering projects with a strong emphasis on fresh 'outside the box' 

ideas, addressing a spectrum of unmet needs in MS. 

Dr Julia Morahan, MS Australia Head of Research, says the incubator grants are an important 

piece of the research funding strategy to accelerate further significant breakthroughs in our 

knowledge of MS.  

"With MS on the rise and early diagnosis crucial, these projects will investigate a range of ways to 

improve outcomes for those living with the disease, hopefully leading to full-scale projects in the 

future," Dr Morahan said. 

MS Australia, through the incubator grant scheme, plays a vital role in increasing the capacity for 

MS research in Australia by supporting the development of pilot data for new concepts in the 

biological mechanisms of MS and improving care for those living with the disease.  

 

MS Australia has awarded $74,813 for these three new incubator grants.  

 

Over the past 50 years, it has funded over 360 research projects and committed over $54 million 

to MS research projects.  

 

Dr Xin Lin from the Menzies Institute for Medical Research, University of Tasmania, will 

investigate biological markers of MS for better diagnosis and treatment using large international 

datasets that may help identify new targets for MS diagnostic and therapeutic innovations. 

 

"This incubator grant will support a pilot study in which my team and I will measure and evaluate 

thousands of proteins as potential biological markers of MS," Dr Lin said.  

 

Ms Isabelle Weld-Blundell from The University of Melbourne, Victoria, will review the 

screening tools currently available to assess a range of social needs that impact the health of 

people living with MS, such as access to safe housing, domestic circumstances, food security and 

affordable healthcare, with a view to tailoring these for people with MS. 
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Ms Weld-Blundell says focusing on social factors in MS research may open new avenues for 

intervention and marks a promising shift in our approach to care. 

 

"I am incredibly thankful to be awarded this incubator grant, which will enable us to work 

towards addressing social factors - like employment, housing, and social inclusion - in MS care," 

Ms Weld-Blundell said. 

 

Dr Dongang Wang from The University of Sydney, NSW, will explore how artificial intelligence 

(AI) technology can help analyse electronic health records and brain imaging data to predict MS 

progression. 

 

Dr Wang hopes to develop a tool that can be easily implemented in the clinic to enable early 

intervention with highly effective treatments in people who are at greatest risk of MS disease 

progression. 

 

"Leveraging AI to advance the prediction of disease progression in MS, could contribute to early 

intervention strategies, personalised treatments, and ultimately enhance patient outcomes and 

advance our overall understanding of MS," Dr Wang said. 

 

Associate Professor Des Graham, MS Australia President, says the new grants highlight MS 

Australia's continued support of research that seeks to improve the quality of life for people 

living with MS. 

"It is thanks to the generous donors and participants of our annual flagship event The May 50K, 

which sees every dollar raised go to MS research, that we can fund these exciting projects 

toward our mission to find a cure for MS," Associate Professor Des Graham said. 

Rohan Greenland, MS Australia CEO, echoed that sentiment and believes the new projects hold 

great promise for advancing MS research. 

"I eagerly await the outcomes as they have the potential to bring us another step closer to our 

ultimate goal of stopping MS in its tracks,' Mr Greenland said.  

For more details, visit the MS Research Incubator Grants Announcement website. 
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About MS 

 

MS is the most common acquired chronic neurological disease affecting young adults, often 

diagnosed between the ages of 20 to 40 and, in Australia, affects three times more women than 

men. As yet, there is no cure. There is no known single cause of MS, but many genetic and 

environmental factors have been shown to contribute to its development. 

 

In MS, the body's own immune system mistakenly attacks and damages the fatty material – 

called myelin – around the nerves. Myelin is important for protecting and insulating nerves so 

that the electrical messages that the brain sends to the rest of the body, travel quickly and 

efficiently. 

 

As the myelin breaks down during an MS attack – a process called demyelination – patches of 

nerves become exposed and then scarred, which renders the nerves unable to communicate 

messages properly and at risk of subsequent degeneration. This means that the brain cannot 

talk to other parts of the body, resulting in a range of symptoms that can include a loss of motor 

function (e.g., walking and hand and arm function, loss of sensation, pain, vision changes and 

changes to thinking and memory). 

 

About MS Australia  

 

MS Australia is Australia's national multiple sclerosis (MS) not-for-profit organisation that 

empowers researchers to identify ways to treat, prevent and cure MS, seeks sustained and 

systemic policy change via advocacy, and acts as the national champion for Australia's 

community of people affected by MS.  

 

MS Australia represents and collaborates with its state and territory MS Member Organisations, 

people with MS, their carers, families and friends and various national and international bodies 

to:  

• Fund, coordinate, educate and advocate for MS research as part of the worldwide effort 

to solve MS  

• Provide the latest evidence-based information and resources  

• Help meet the needs of people affected by MS.  

 

 


